




Figure 6.21 Birds of Prey In Serbia 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

   

 
 



Figure 6.22 Birds of Prey In Serbia 
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6.3.2 Biodiversity 

Richness of biodiversity shows the ratio between the species in Bor area toward the total 
number of species in Serbia. 

These exceptional natural values are not well known to citizens of Bor and Serbia. 
Oriented towards exploitation of copper ore reserves and its processing, citizens of Bor 
forgot the possibilities of using the restored natural resources. Maybe, thanks to these 
relations, these resources stayed preserved and now represent the challenge and 
potential for sustainable development of this area. Conscience development about 
natural resources and their importance is necessary for survival of future generations.  

Biodiversity and natural resources significantly influence the quality of life. The influence 
can be seen in following: 

• Flora is source of oxygen. Forests around Bor annually produce 268465t of O2, 
which fulfils the consumption only for 68 days; 

• Forests are water keepers. They enable balanced water balance, i.e. enable 
enough drinking water during dry periods, which are very regular in Timok 
Krajina; 

• Forests are habitat of flora and fauna. Their preservation protects authentic 
diversity of  flora and fauna world, especially of karst terrains of Bor; 

• Herbal cover has significant influence on creating the fertile layer of soil. In 
conditions that exist in Bor it stops the process of acidity. Good coverage of soil 
with plants prevents erosion, which is very important for areas damaged with 
sulfur dioxide; 

• Biodiversity has big scientific importance. Richness of flora and fauna is special 
gene bank, which will enable development of new biotechnologies. Its 
educational importance is seen in the possibility to organize educational activities 
on the terrains of exceptional geological and biological diversity; 

• Biodiversity has big significance on recreation, health, regeneration, and esthetic, 
especially for citizens in Bor who live in constantly polluted environment. It offers 
them possibility to relax, to have physical and psychical rehabilitation; 

• Geo and Bio diversity has big economic significance. In the areas of preserved 
nature around Bor development of many economic branches is possible. Firstly it 
would be tourism, production of healthy food, hunting, collection of medicinal 
herbs and fruit and their processing; 
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• Water resources as inexhaustible wealth have big economic and developing 
significance, which can be valorised by bottled drinking and mineral water and by 
use of thermal springs for medicine purposes; 

• Forests, bio and geo diversity have big social influence because their sustainable 
use and economic valorisation enable development of villages. 

Pressure on biodiversity could be seen in the following:  

• Captivation of springs and fountainheads – which leads to taking the water away 
from the nature, which is the condition of survival for flora and fauna; 

• Uncontrollable and inexpert collection of medicinal herbs, forests fruits and 
mushrooms – it lead to decrease in number of certain kinds and danger of their 
survival; 

• Illegal fishing and hunting and illegal trade with animals – endangered number 
and survival of certain kinds of insects, snails, frogs, fish, birds and mammals; 

• Introduction of conifer forests in areas of deciduous forests – with a goal to 
increase the business economy of companies that govern the forests;  

• Uncontrollable use of pesticides in forestry and agriculture – they end up into 
food chain and as a consequence we have disappearance of birds of prey and 
mammals. 




